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POLICE — METHAMPHETAMINE — SOUTH WEST 
5266. Mr D.T. Redman to the Minister for Police; Road Safety: 
I refer to recent media reports of high methamphetamine use in regional areas, and I ask: 
(a) In the last two years, how many incidents requiring police intervention have occurred in the  

Warren–Blackwood region as a direct result of methamphetamine use; 
(b) What actions are the police taking to reduce access to drugs, and in particular methamphetamine, in the 

South West; 
(c) In the South West region, are all FTE police positions filled: 

(i) If not, how many vacancies are there across the South West region; 
(d) What support structures are in place in the South West region to assist people who want to stop using 

drugs; and 
(e) Are all rehabilitation requests able to be supported and fulfilled? 
Mrs M.H. Roberts replied: 
The McGowan Government has committed $125.9M to deliver a Meth Border Force comprised of 100 extra police 
officers and 20 specialist and support staff, and the state of the art equipment and vehicles required to combat the 
scourge of methamphetamine in our community. 
The Western Australian Police Force advise: 
(a) Whether police intervention in an incident has occurred as the direct result of methamphetamine use is 

not specifically recorded in the Western Australia Police Force systems. As such, figures cannot be provided 
for the number of incidents requiring police intervention that have occurred in the Warren–Blackwood 
region as a direct result of methamphetamine use.  

(b) The WA Police Force uses both the Commissioner’s Command Intent Statement and the Illicit Drug 
Strategy to focus policing efforts towards reducing the impact and harm of illicit drugs (including methyl 
amphetamine) in the community. 
Police in the South West District have conducted a number of operations specifically targeting methyl 
amphetamine in the 2018/2019 financial year, including: 

Operation Zagros – targeting Manjimup, Bridgetown and Pemberton Police sub-districts, 
resulting in 13 offenders charged with 59 offences, 210.28 grams of methyl amphetamine and 
$22 110 cash seized.  
Operation Blackstone – targeting Bunbury, Australind and Collie Police sub-districts resulting 
in 13 offenders being charged with 53 offences, with 214 grams of methyl amphetamine, 
cannabis and dexamphetamine seized.  
Operation Skyfire – targeting Bunbury, Australind and Metropolitan Police sub-districts, 
resulting in 15 offenders being charged with 51 offences with 100 grams of Methyl amphetamine, 
80 grams of MDMA, six high risk firearms and $174 270 cash being seized.  

(c) The South West District has 269 sworn FTE and 12.5 vacancies. These vacancies have been advertised 
internally for replacement.  

(d) and (e) This question should be referred to the Minister for Health.  
A number of other operations are currently on-going within the South West District.  
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